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Conferences 





2nd Annual World Health Care Congress - Jan. 30 - Feb. 1 | Washington, D.C.





Health Information Technology Conference: Healthcare Technology and the Future 


-Feb. 4 | Waltham, Mass.





Outlook for 2005: The Budget, Authorization, Measures, Projects and Programs of Federal Agencies - Feb. 9 | Washington, D.C.





Capitol Hill briefing. Sponsored by the Capitol Hill Steering Committee on Tele-health and Healthcare Informatics. 





Annual HIMSS Conference and Exhibition - Feb. 13 - 17 | Dallas, TX


 





“ HHS Secretary Tommy G. Thompson Releases Report on Promoting Medical Innovation,” January 13, 2005 press release 




















Time is running out for all participating members of the VSA to get their marketing material for the upcoming HIMSS conference, February 13-17 in Dallas, TX.  VSA will have available flyers for the membership meeting as well as brochures and booth signs indicating membership available for all current members.  If your company wants to participate, please contact Barbara Boykin at bboykin@vistasoftware.org. 


  








VistA Software Alliance at HIMSS








VSA Meets with Dept. of Veterans Affairs








January 21, 2005 – VSA met with Dr. Robert. M. Kolodner, Acting Deputy Chief Information Officer for Health, Veterans Health Administration; Peter Groen, Director, Health Information Technology Sharing Program and Gail Graham, Director, Health Information Management Program, to discuss becoming a buffer organization to the VA.  


The VA is pleased enough with the VSA to start the process of formally recognizing the VSA as their “buffer” organization, although they will not use that term.  The actual format of that official recognition needs to be worked out by the VA internally, but the VSA and VA agreed to start meeting on a regular basis to push our joint agendas forward and share information.


VA has also agreed to help set up the meeting with CMS to talk about being the buffer organization.  Further, Gail Graham offered to speak at the upcoming VSA General Membership Meeting.  Suggestions are welcome on the topics you would like to hear from her.  Please send your suggestions to Barbara Boykin at � HYPERLINK "mailto:bboykin@vistasoftware.org" ��bboykin@vistasoftware.org� no later than February 4th.
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Editorial – VistA Support 





Each member of the VistA Software Alliance has specific capabilities and competencies that span from assessment to implementation to customization.  However, an area that the community needs to emphasize is support.  The perception in the outside world is that there is no support for VistA outside of the VA.  Implementation of VistA is no easy task, yet when organizations are gathering information to make decisions about electronic health records, they want to fully understand what support is available from whom and at what cost.





Within the Department of Veterans Affairs, there is the VHA Office of Information National Help Desk.  This group is doing an outstanding job, but with 45% of the VA workforce expected to retire by 2008, the VA will find it increasingly difficult to provide any help at all to non-VA entities seeking assistance.  This poses a potential opportunity for the VSA.  Although individual VSA members have help desks or support staffs (or are building that capability) should the VSA community develop a support structure for the benefit of members which can provide the end-to-end support for the entire process?





Whether VSA members undertake the development of a community support mechanism or simply continue to develop their own in-house maintenance and support capabilities, the challenge will be to overcome the perception that ongoing support for VistA does not exist outside of the VA.  Support is a tremendously important factor in the EHR decision process—often the first question asked by those inquiring about VistA.  This is clearly a role for the VistA Software Alliance, through marketing, outreach, and public relations.  The VSA welcomes your input on how best to overcome this mis-perception in the public’s eye.





Note—the VSA welcomes your comments on the above editorial and also your ideas for future editorials.  Please send to info@vistasoftware.org.














“Second, they recommended that HHS streamline its involvement in medical technology by creating a forum that will serve as a sounding board for investigators and manufacturers to communicate with HHS agencies.” 























































































































     In Case You Missed it…. 





January 4 – BIOGRAPHY - Jim Nicholson secretary of Veterans Affairs - � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/6090.htm" ��http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/biog/6090.htm�  see also





� HYPERLINK "http://rockymountainnews.com/drmn/state/article/0,1299,DRMN_21_3388870,00.html" ��http://rockymountainnews.com/drmn/state/article/0,1299,DRMN_21_3388870,00.html�





January 12 – Physician Groups Urge Computer Use To Cut Medication Errors - � HYPERLINK "http://www.ihealthbeat.org/index.cfm?Action=dspItem&itemID=108455" ��http://www.ihealthbeat.org/index.cfm?Action=dspItem&itemID=108455�





January 13 - HHS Secretary Tommy G. Thompson Releases Report on Promoting Medical Innovation


� HYPERLINK "http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2005pres/20050113.html" ��http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2005pres/20050113.html�





January 20 - Massachusetts Advances Health Care IT Goals - � HYPERLINK "http://www.ihealthbeat.org/index.cfm?Action=dspItem&itemID=108579" ��http://www.ihealthbeat.org/index.cfm?Action=dspItem&itemID=108579�





January 25- HHS Nominee Faces IT Challenges see: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ihealthbeat.org/index.cfm?Action=dspItem&itemID=108652" ��http://www.ihealthbeat.org/index.cfm?Action=dspItem&itemID=108652�





January 26 - Survey: Slow Adoption Of IT A Threat To Health Industry -


� HYPERLINK "http://www.informationweek.com/story/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=57704040" ��http://www.informationweek.com/story/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=57704040�





January 28 - Doctors Asked to Scrap the Scribble - � HYPERLINK "http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-bush28jan28,1,776423.story?coll=la-headlines-nation&ctrack=1&cset=true" ��http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-bush28jan28,1,776423.story?coll=la-headlines-nation&ctrack=1&cset=true�





Acquisitions


TRICARE--RADIOLOGY INFORMATION SYSTEM (RIS) COMMERCIAL-OFF-THE-SHELF (COTS) SOFTWARE ACQUISITION � HYPERLINK "http://www1.eps.gov/spg/USA/USAMRAA/DAMD17/W81XWH-05-R-0006/SynopsisP.html" ��http://www1.eps.gov/spg/USA/USAMRAA/DAMD17/W81XWH-05-R-0006/SynopsisP.html�
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VSA in the news…..





November 19, 2004 Forrelease.com , “Industry Alliance to Promote VA Electronic Health Record Technology,” � HYPERLINK "http://www.forrelease.com/D20041119/dcf021.P2.11192004113238.02229.html" ��http://www.forrelease.com/D20041119/dcf021.P2.11192004113238.02229.html�


November 22, 2004 iHealthBeat .com , “VA Software Could Help Establish Affordable EHR Systems Worldwide,” � HYPERLINK "http://www.ihealthbeat.org/index.cfm?Action=dspItem&itemID=107573" ��http://www.ihealthbeat.org/index.cfm?Action=dspItem&itemID=107573�


November 23, 2004 SuperiorHealth.com, “Vendors Form Alliance to Market VA’s VistA System,” � HYPERLINK "http://www.superiorconsultant.com/Pressroom/superiorHealth/DailyNews/november/1123_SHArchive.asp" ��http://www.superiorconsultant.com/Pressroom/superiorHealth/DailyNews/november/1123_SHArchive.asp�


December 2004 Health Management Technology eNews , “Open-source VA Software Gets Backing”


December 3, 2004 The American Health Quality Association, “VistA Trade Association Forms,” � HYPERLINK "http://www.ahqa.org/pub/connections/162_696_4996.cfm#vist" ��http://www.ahqa.org/pub/connections/162_696_4996.cfm#vist�





In addition, VSA is currently working with Federal Computer Week on an article to be published in February 2005 on VistA.  



































