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Just a reminder!  Board Meeting will be held on Friday June 10.  Director and officer elections will be held electronically from June 16 through June 30th.  Call is hosted by Accenture at: 1-866-813-3041 Access Code: 275957
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Conferences 





June 7. The Alliance 2005 Annual Meeting. Wyndham City Center, Washington, D.C. The National Alliance for Health Information Technology (NAHIT): � HYPERLINK "http://www.nahit.org" ��http://www.nahit.org�





June 6-7. HIMSS Summit: Achieving National Healthcare Transformation- The New York Marriott Marquis New York, NY � HYPERLINK "http://www.himss.org/ASP/summerConfHome.asp" ��http://www.himss.org/ASP/summerConfHome.asp�





July 15 .  Health TechNet meeting in Washington, DC, at the offices of Shaw Pittman.  Topic is VistA �HYPERLINK "www.healthtechnet.org"��www.healthtechnet.org�.





July 20-22. 14th Annual Physician-Computer Connection Symposium. Rancho Bernardo Inn, San Diego. Association of Medical Directors of Information Systems: � HYPERLINK "http://www.amdis.org/pcc.htm" ��http://www.amdis.org/pcc.htm�





September 10-13. NCHICA's Annual Conference & Exhibition. The Grandover Resort and Conference Center. North Carolina Healthcare Information and Communications Alliance: (800) 241-4486; nchica@nchica.org 





October 15-20. American Health Information Management Association's National Convention and Exhibit. http://www.ahima.org 





September 29-30. 6th Annual eHealth Developers' Summit: The Forum for eHealth Dissemination, Commercialization, and Adoption. eHealth Institute: http://www.ehealthinstitute.org/Summit/Index.aspx 
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VSA Elections….








October Conference Planning Begins








VSA at VeHU








The VSA exhibited at the Veterans Health University (VeHU) in Nashville  during the month of May.  Our booth, which was complimentary, targeted other companies for membership.  Potential new member companies are


3M


Audio Care


Quadramed


Pocket MD


While the conference was much smaller than most vendors had anticipated, it gave VSA an opportunity to talk with many of the exhibitors on the floor.  


We would like to thank the VA for the complimentary space and DSS, Inc., for its  tremendous support—especially those great Tabasco bottles!  Thanks also to Roger Maduro, Claudine Beron, Bob Pedraza, and other VSA members who helped man the booth.  
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Editorial – WorldVistA MUST Deliver!








On May 20 CMS- through the Iowa Foundation for Medical Care- awarded to WorldVistA the support contract to provide vendor training on VistA-Office EHR. “WorldVistA will provide training sessions to vendors beginning in September 2005, shortly after version 1.0 is released to the public. WorldVistA will also convene conferences and establish a website where training information will be available.” 


A recap of the contract shows that the services WorldVistA will provide include the following:


one set of training material for  vendors who understand VistA already but need to understand the changes made for VistA-Office in the East, Central and Western United States.  


One set of training material for vendors who do not understand VistA, and want to offer VistA-Office services in the East, Central and Western United States.


3 Training dates will be given for VistA vendors to provide 2 week courses on changes made


3 Training dates will be given for non-VistA vendors to provide 2 week courses on changes made


According to the press release, training dates should begin in late August or early September and will be complete by January 2006. 


As a number of VSA members stated on the conference call for consideration and submission of this proposal, the timelines and training materials required under this contract would be extremely difficult to deliver by even some of the VSA’s largest and most experienced vendors.  


Now that WorldVistA has been awarded the contract a number of people within the VistA community have expressed concern about the level of training for inexperienced vendors and also the ability for WorldVistA to successfully deliver.  As we all know, training for two weeks is simply insufficient—even for people with a strong understanding of VistA already.  How prepared will new vendors be to install and configure VistA-Office after only two weeks of training?  


WorldVistA now holds a federal contract with an aggressive deadline and deliverables.  The failure or success of VistA-Office will have a major impact on our ability to promote and market VistA of all types—and this is why we must ensure that WorldVistA will successfully deliver.  


So in addition to congratulating WorldVistA on winning the contract, let’s also offer to help in any way possible.  WorldVistA’s success will help ensure OUR success as well; in fact, the entire VistA community will benefit.  Let’s do whatever we can to make the project successful.


   


Note—the VSA welcomes your comments on the above editorial and also your ideas for future editorials.  Please send to info@vistasoftware.org.



































































































































     In Case You Missed it…. 





May 4 – VA Aims To Build Congress' Faith In Tech Upgrade


http://news.tbo.com/news/MGBI60YZA8E.html


May 9 - Company Aims To Spur EMR Adoption With Personal Health Record System


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ihealthbeat.org/index.cfm?action=dspItem&itemID=111004&changedID=110973" ��http://www.ihealthbeat.org/index.cfm?action=dspItem&itemID=111004&changedID=110973�


May 20 - Survey Examines Hospital IT Spending � HYPERLINK "http://www.ihealthbeat.org/index.cfm?Action=dspItem&itemID=111620" ��http://www.ihealthbeat.org/index.cfm?Action=dspItem&itemID=111620�


May 23 - Government advisory group to explore electronic medication records


� HYPERLINK "http://www.healthcareitnews.com/NewsArticleView.aspx?ContentID=3006" ��http://www.healthcareitnews.com/NewsArticleView.aspx?ContentID=3006�


May 23 - AP/New York Times Looks at Barriers to EHR Adoption


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ihealthbeat.org/index.cfm?Action=dspItem&itemID=111638" ��http://www.ihealthbeat.org/index.cfm?Action=dspItem&itemID=111638�





May 24 - Bill Would Provide Grants for Health Care IT Projects


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ihealthbeat.org/index.cfm?action=dspItem&itemID=111742&changedID=111734" ��http://www.ihealthbeat.org/index.cfm?action=dspItem&itemID=111742&changedID=111734�





May 27 - West Virginia Advances EMR Efforts


http://www.ihealthbeat.org/index.cfm?action=dspItem&itemID=111744&changedID=111736


May 27 - The GAO issued “Health Information Technology: HHS Is Taking Steps to Develop a National Strategy,” (GAO-05-628) � HYPERLINK "http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d05628.pdf" �http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d05628.pdf�





May 31 - VA "Bright Star" in Health Care � HYPERLINK "http://www1.va.gov/opa/pressrel/PressArtInternet.cfm?id=971" ��http://www1.va.gov/opa/pressrel/PressArtInternet.cfm?id=971�





May 31 - World turning to software VA shuns http://www.sptimes.com/2005/05/31/Worldandnation/World_turning_to_soft.shtml
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We have started planning a large conference for October in Washington as a means to publicize and promote VistA of all types.  The VA has agreed to participate and will also enlist CMS to support or participate.  Target audience will be everyone involved with VistA and everyone interested in VistA as an electronic health record.  We hope that the program will include politicians working on healthcare IT legislation, hospital and medical group executives, case studies and best practices for VistA implementations,  EHR experts, RHIO organizers, federal, state, and local governments using VistA, and international participants.  All members of the VistA community will be invited to participate.


Planning is still in the very early stages, but if you have any ideas please contact Barbara Boykin at 301-980-7847.


 




















